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Purling Brook Falls by Luke Clarkson

GOLD COAST

Residents fuming over plans for 17
million litres of water a year to be
taken and sold to bottled water
companies
Michael Saunders, Gold Coast Bulletin
May 30, 2018 12:00am
Subscriber only

A CONTRACTOR wants to take about 17 million litres of water a year from three
bores on his own property and sell it to corporate giants — and Hinterland
residents are steaming over it.
Graeme Hoffmann has lodged a development application with the Gold Coast City Council to
extract the water, less than 700m from the world heritage-listed Springbrook National Park.
He says it will be sold to bottled water companies and used for local delivery.
Mr Hoffmann’s property shares the same road as two other commercial water extraction sites,
one of which is owned by soft drink giant Coca Cola-Amital.
The multinational company came under fire four years ago for having unrestricted access to
the region’s water supply. Residents were concerned about the impact on the area’s famous
creeks and waterfalls.
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An aerial view of the proposed water removal site in Springbrook.

Ceris Ash, from Springbrook Wildlife Appreciation Group, has blasted the proposal, saying the
region’s water supplies were already at maximum capacity.
“We are now at 130,000 litres being extracted a day and this development could see up to
200,000 litres a day that should be going to Hinze Dam and the water streams instead going to
bottled water,” Ms Ash said.
“It is just not compatible with what Springbrook is. There may be a lot of water in the wet
season but the entire area is suffering when it is dry and these companies still take the same
daily amount of water.”
Mr Hoffmann’s application proposes water being extracted by up to three bores and dispensed
into both large and small water trucks.
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Purlingbrook waterfall in full flow at Springbrook after heavy rainfall. Photo: Steve
Holland
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It proposes 16 truck movements to and from the site each day, operating six days a week.
Local councillor Glenn Tozer said council officers had highlighted a number of concerns with
the application, including the impact on the environment, roads and local residents.
“The obligation is on the applicant to show that there are no negative impacts,” Cr Tozer said.
“It is an undefined land and it is required that the applicant demonstrates that this use is not
in conflict with the City Plan.
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Plans of the proposed water extraction operation at Springbrook

“Some of those old land use agreements have been updated.
“This application also proposes unlimited extraction while the old land uses have a limited
amount extracted.”
Mr Hoffman, who also owns a commercial drilling company, said that while the application
was for unrestricted water use he intended to extract about 56,000 litres per day.

Road view of the proposed water extraction site in Springbrook.

He said the amount of water extracted from the water basin would not have an affect on the
nearby environment.
“We had a hydrogeology study and Coca Cola did a study a number of years ago. Both of those
studies confirmed the amount of water taken is a drop in a bucket compared to what is actually
under the ground of the mountain,” he said.
“The greenies are making out we are doing some catastrophic type damage, which we are not.
“It is proven that we will have very minimal affect and if that wasn’t the case then council
wouldn’t give us any approval.
“The council have been very vigilant (and) we are trying to address their concerns as best we
can,” he said.
He said he hoped to have the operation underway in six to 12 months, pending council
approval.

https://www.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/news/gold-coast/residents-fuming-over-plans-for-17-million-litres-of-water-a-year-to-be-taken-and-sold-to-bo… 4/5

21/09/2018

Residents fuming over plans for 17 million litres of water a year to be taken and sold to bottled water companies | Gold Coast Bulletin
Menu

Read the Paper

The Aussie Getaways Sale
Fly Brisbane to

NEWCASTLE
MACKAY

See Conditions

NEWS

BREAKING NEWS

GOLD COAST

47
$
53

$

Rewards

Hi Cathy

FROM

^

Book Now

Search

FROM

^

TRAFFIC REPORTS

COUNCIL

CRIME & COURT

COMM

The proposed water extraction site in Springbrook.

Cr Tozer said he has also requested information from the State Minister for Natural Resources
and Minister for the Environment as to whether the proposal breached any state water
extraction laws.
“The application has attached a document from the State Government indicating that there is
no objection,” Cr Tozer said.
“I’ve asked for information from the Minister for Natural resources and the Minister for
Environment so the council can be sure whether they do, or do not, support the development.”
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